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FROM THE RICH

Plus 20 leading philanthropists and major donor  
fundraising experts including Martha Lane Fox,  
founder of Lastminute.com.
Central Hall Westminster on Wednesday 14th October.

Attendance fee £145. This event is liable to sell out,  
so early booking is recommended.  

Keynote speaker: Sir Richard Branson

Organised by Action Planning, ACEVO and Virgin Money Giving in association with  
CAF, Coutts & Co, the Institute of Chartered Accountants, New Philanthropy Capital  
and Blackbaud

The annual conference for charity chief executives, 

directors, trustees and fundraisers on how to 

engage the wealthy as major donors

Martha Lane Fox

1,600

ALREADY B
OOKED



‘Raising funds from the Rich’ is an annual 
conference which enables you to learn directly 
from Britain’s most generous charity donors and 
leading specialists on major donor fundraising. 

Attended by over 1,000 people each year, this 
event is designed for chief executives, trustees  
and directors to attend with their fundraisers, for 
all have a key role to play in securing high net 
worth individuals as donors.

Charities’ income from major donors has grown 
rapidly in recent years as a new generation of 

Central Hall Westminster, 
Wednesday 14th October  
10am to 4.00pm 

self-made rich is increasingly using its wealth to 
help charities make a difference. Even during the 
current recession, many charities continue to grow 
income by focusing on major donors. 

The conference examines how to identify, engage 
and retain the wealthy as major donors. It is 
organised by fundraising and strategy consultants, 
Action Planning, with ACEVO and Virgin Money 
Giving in association with Blackbaud, Coutts & Co, 
CAF, the Institute of Chartered Accountants and 
New Philanthropy Capital. 
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big gift strategies from  

North America 
Midé Akerewusi is Chief Development Officer at the YMCA of 
Greater Toronto. He moved to Canada after a highly successful 

major donor career in the UK with Scope, British Red Cross and The 
Children's Society. 

Midé will share his personal experiences of raising funds on both sides of 
the Atlantic and identify trends that are redefining fundraising across North 
America and which could soon impact major philanthropy in the UK. 

how major donors  choose charities  
New Philanthropy Capital is one of the leading advisers 
to wealthy donors in the UK and one of the sector’s most 
authoritative and respected sources of research. It was 

established by a group of leading City financiers who realised that there  
was nowhere to go for independent advice on giving. 

Martin Brookes, Chief Executive, will explain how major donors, many 
of whom have wide business and financial experience, assess charities’ 
performance and make their philanthropic choices. He will also give 
practical guidance on how to ensure your charity is seen as effective  
by the wealthy.

family philanthropy  
how to build relationships with 
family businesses near you 
For many national and regionally based charities, long established family 
firms with a culture of local philanthropy play a key role in providing 
sustained support. 

Beth Breeze of the Centre for Charitable Giving and Philanthropy and Mark 
Evans, Head of Family Business and Philanthropy at Coutts & Co, will explain 
how family firms approach their giving, and how to work with them. 

A panel of representatives from philanthropic family businesses will join this 
session to share their experience and advice.

Conference Chair
David Senior is Director of Development at Action Planning,  
a leading UK fundraising, strategy and recruitment 
consultancy. A former President of the Cambridge Union, ICI 

executive and CEO of a national charity, David manages Action Planning’s 
partnerships with leading third sector organisations and our nationwide 
programme of over sixty third sector conferences and training courses.  

working through foundations
how to influence the foundations 
established by the rich 

Many of the Britain’s wealthy donors have established foundations to manage 
their relationships with charities, often through the Charities Aid Foundation.  

Russell Prior, who manages CAF’s client relationships, will guide us on how to 
work with foundations and the interrelationships between the settlor (donor), 
the foundation and the charity seeking funds. Russell was Chair of the National 
Finance Hub and is a trustee of a number of Foundations.

how to ask for a 

million pound gift
The most critical part of the major donor fundraising process 
is arguably making the ‘ask’ and many CEOs, trustees and 
fundraisers find this by far the most difficult. 

In this practical session, Robin Thomas of Action Planning, one of Britain’s 
most successful big gift fundraisers, will explain how to prepare for the 
‘ask’, when to make it and what to say. He will also share tactics for 
turning a ‘no’ into a ‘yes’ and for turning a £100,000 gift into a pledge 
for £1 million.

The Rich List team at the Sunday Times plays a key role in identifying 
speakers for ‘Raising funds from the Rich’ and, by publishing the ‘Giving 
Index’, has done much to encourage healthy competition in giving  
between Britain’s wealthiest people. 

This year, Ian Coxon, Editor of the Rich List, will set out the key trends in the 
distribution of wealth in Britain and the growth in philanthropy, focusing on 
those communities and individuals with the highest propensity to give. 

THE SUNDAY TIMES  

RICH LIST

finding the hidden millionaires
You probably have several millionaires amongst your 
supporters and many more living in or close to the area where 
you work – but how do you find them?

Action Planning Research Director, Kerry Rock, will explain how publicly 
available information can be used to identify wealthy people and develop 
profiles of their interests.

Kerry’s team is responsible for Action Planning’s ‘Wealth Intelligence’ 
database which has information on around 300,000 of the 450,000 UK 
citizens with disposable assets of over £1 million.



Learning from major donors

Alec Reed built his fortune from establishing 
Reed Recruitment and is now working to 
connect charities with wealthy potential 
donors and to inspire his peers to give more.

A substantial donor in his own right, 
he founded theBigGive.org.uk, a highly 
successful website which gives donors  
the ability to select causes which match 
their interests.

He will address the conference on how charities can use  
‘challenge funding’ to inspire donors to give more. 

Alec Reed CBE 
The creator of theBigGive.org.uk  
on the benefits of challenge funding Stanley Fink built his £70 million* fortune 

through hedge fund management and has since 
thrown much of his energy into philanthropy.

He has given over £7 million* to charities 
working in health, education, humanitarian 
causes and with children and young people. 

Stanley Fink 
on working with the City

One of the UK’s top ten givers, Johan Eliasch has 
recently devoted £50 million* to environmental 
causes, placing him in the UK’s top 10 givers. He 
made much of his £300 million* in sports goods.

Johan has recently been appointed Gordon 
Brown’s special representative on deforestation 
and clean energy.

Johan Eliasch
on saving the planet

Lord Swraj Paul is an Indian-born engineering 
magnate, influential Labour Peer and Chancellor 
of two universities. He came to England to seek 
medical treatment for his daughter Ambika and 
remained in the country after her tragic death. 
He created Caparo Group and the Ambika 
Foundation in her memory and is now one of 
Britain’s leading philanthropists.

The Rt Hon Lord Paul of Marylebone
on the Ambika Foundation

Ram Gidoomal CBE came to Britain from 
East Africa as a refugee in 1967 and has 
enjoyed considerable success in business. 

A generous donor and successful 
fundraiser, Ram is also a leading authority 
on entrepreneurship amongst Britain’s 
ethic minority communities and author of 
several books on the subject.

He will give the conference guidance on how to build  
fundraising relationships with minority communities including 
Britain’s growing number of wealthy Asians. 
 

 

Ram Gidoomal 
on fundraising from the Asian Rich

Entrepreneur and adventurer,  
Sir Richard Branson, has built 
world leading businesses in a 
wide range of markets from 
music to transport, financial 
services and communications.
Now he is increasingly focusing 
his energies and resources 

Keynote speech and  
Q and A session with: 

on tackling global needs and helping charities to 
make a difference. He has pledged $3 billion to fight 
global warming, created the Virgin Unite charitable 
foundation and launched Virgin Money Giving to help 
charities engage their fundraising volunteers.

Sir Richard will use his keynote speech to set out his 
vision for Virgin Unite and will also share his advice, 
as an entrepreneur and marketer, on how charity 
leaders can build on their brands and other assets. 
He will then spend around half and hour responding 
informally to your questions. 

The co-founder of Lastminute.com on 
charities and the digital revolution

Martha has since founded her own grant-giving 
foundation, Antigone.org.uk, become a non-executive 
director at Marks & Spencer and Channel 4 Television 
and been appointed the Government’s Champion for 
Digital Inclusion. 

She will share with the conference her personal 
experience of supporting charities and draw upon her 
experience with Lastminute.com to explain how charity 
leaders can make better use of e-media to build the 
reputations of their organisations. 

Sir Richard Branson

Martha Lane Fox 
Martha Lane Fox co-founded 
Lastminute.com at the age of 25. 
It became one of the most famous 
brands of the dot com boom and was 
valued at £577m when it floated on 
the stock exchange in 2000. 

*2009 Sunday Times Rich List


